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./0123456�789�:;7332<48=�;2332<5�>45?3�@<4325�3/�A7<42�B433=2853248�53<4C48=;D�./83<753�@436�362�485285434E2F�G297834.�789G4/15;D�H/<7;4534.�52<H/85�62�945G73.625�3/�645�971=632<5F�3673�45F�548.2�62�675�5233;29�@436�362�I<48.25525J�K62<2�45�701754L2</34.�3/82�48�362�MNOPQORSTUPT�/:�36252�;2332<5�3/�362�D/18=2<�I<48.255V�A7<42�B433=2853248�:</H�62<�5492�.7;;29�>45?362<�W:478.XYF�75�Z;789482�789�[/54H7�C82@J \]TR̂ �_̂ �̀ORâ TS�MPbŜUON�cddTUS�NT�ef�gThUPTU�efij�MOU��kl�mPRbnTNoORR�TS�gOPRpORSq]PQQPĉrs�gUORt�uPQtSv�w�xyOyOSST�rs�]OUPTmPSSzTRQSTPRvl\�uPQtS\Q�yOR_{UPSPRzl|Q�O�̀PUSy_O}�SUTOS~�MPbŜUTQ�{TUTQyc{R�Sc�]OUPTl��yT�SPSNTQ�OUT�NPQST_cR�SyT�PRQP_T�cd�SyPQ�dcN_T_�NTOdl��uPQtS��cNNTbSPcR~��]�~��yT�kOẑTl[/8348129�����Z7.C���� �8������>45?3�534G1;7329�3673�A7<42�9Y�=/1;3�@/1;9�8/3�H7C2�78D�:4878.47;�./83<4�134/8J�>45?3�28�9Y�=/1;3F��cUUTQMcR_ORbT���13�28�Z2;;75�F�GJ�����J��� �13�789�Z2;;75F�4�J�GJ�����V�7../<948=�3/�B7;C2<��/;J��F�GJ�����8482�D27<5J���JJJ��H�H2�28�G755783�012;0125��/1<5���I7<45F�>45?3�82�3</1E7�G75�;2�32HG5�92�E45432<�84�57�H�<2�84;25�28:7835J���7H�1<=2<�48�>45?3F�uTSSUTQ�w��cQPoO�TS�w��ORPTNOF�GJ��J���� [/HG;232�./<<25G/8928.2��29J��D�[67<;25��J��1G�.62?F�G1�;J��D��/8/<X�[67HG4/8F�548.2���� V�A2H/4<5F��4/=<7G6D�789�>45?3�./<<25G/8928.2��522�¡2:2<28.25J���� �1G�.62?F�GJ�� F����J��3�675��228�51==25329�3673�H798255�<78�48�362�:7H4;DV�62<�54532<�679�./HH4329�514.492V�3645�H7D�67E2�.71529�:27<5�48�A7<42J�B7;C2<��/;J��F�GJ����J���� ¢1/329�7:32<�362�483</91.34/8��D��1G�.62?�48�£32<8F��pNP_OF�GJ�¤4EV�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J�� � Z7;?7.F�¥pOSUP¦F�GJ��� L���J�K62�.67<7.32<�5G27C48=�45�[7H4;;2�A71G48F�78�4927;4?29��2/<=2�£789J��;5/�01/329��D��1G�.62?F�� §J���� £789F�kcUObTF�GJ����L���V�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J�.:J��1G2.62?�GJ����J���� >2332<�97329���L��L����F��cUUTQMcR_ORbTF�29J��13�789�Z2;;75F�GJ��§�V�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J��/<J�2HG67545��D�1892<;4848=�J��I/1<01/4�4854532L3L4;�713783̈�F��1G�.62?�@/892<5�GJ�����J��§� £32<8F��TNP_OF�GJ�¤4F�¤E��©� £32<8F��TNP_OF�GJ��©�J���� >2332<5�97329��§L�L���§�789� L�L���©F��cUUTQMcR_ORbTF�29J��13�789�Z2;;75F�GJ��� §F����§L���©J���� £22��yT�bcUUTQMcR_TRbT�̀TS{TTR�gUORt�uPQtS�OR_�ªQMpUORbT�hcR�xby{OUSt~�8J��J����� £32<8F�kPQScPUT�GJ�444J���� �Y�=/1;3F�]pocPUTQF�GJ����V�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J�K62�D/18=�@/H78�@436�.64;9�45�[;74<2F�971=632<�/:�[/183�9Y�=/1;3V�562�@75�7�G74832<J���� B7;C2<F��/;J���GJ����L� �J�>45?3�515G2.329F�8/3�18<275/87�;D�H7D�2F�3673�362�;2332<�@75�94.37329��D�362�[/183255J��7H�1<=2<��uTSSUTQ�w��cQPoO�TS�w��ORPTNOF�GJ�����7GG27<58/3�3/�7=<22J�� � B7;C2<F��/;J��F�GJ�� �J��3�362�289�/:�362�82=/34734/85F�A7<42�9Y�=/1;3�679�@<43328�3/�>45?3�3673��:</H�8/@�/8�D/1<�971=632<5�@4;;�67E2�8/�H/362<J��JJJ��«82�97D�G2<67G5�D/1<971=632<5�@4;;�57D��@62<2�45�/1<�H/362<̈�¬/1�@4;;�785@2<��43�949�8/3�G;2752�H2�D/1�679�/82J­�>2332<� L§L����F�[/<<25G/8978.2F�GJ���� V�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J���� >2332<�97329��2�<17<D���F�����F�B7;C2<�E/;J��F�GJ�� �J�£4H4;7<�;2332<�/:�362�57H2�9732�3/�[/54H7�48�>45?3F�uTSSUTQ�w��cQPoO�TS�w��ORPTNOF�GJ���L��J���� B7;C2<��/;J��F�GJ�� ���§� >45?3F�uTSSUTQ�w��cQPoO�TS�w��ORPTNO~�GJ� ���©� ®¤.2<G35�48�B7;C2<F��/;J��F�GJ����L��§J���� B7=82<F�]TPR�uT̀TR~�GJ���§V�3645�7136/<Y5�3<785;J���� [:J��1G�.62?F�GJ�������>2�G;15��271�:<143�92�.2�E/D7=2�2.;74<�253�;̄7H434X�014�52�:/<=2�283<2�;25�3</45��21825�:4;;25F�;7�G<48.2552�A7<42F�Z;789482�23�[/54H7J�£2854�;2H283�91H�H2�7=2F�71554�.1;34EX25�;25�1825�012�;25�713<25F�2;;25�52�5/83�G;1�2852H�;2J��[:J��7H�1<=2<�48�>45?3F�uTSSUTQ�w��cQPoO�TS�w��ORPTNOF�GJ��L�J�°�±292<;7895�A1?42C��85343113 �45.;74H2<



��������� ��	
��
���	�����	�������������������	��������������������	�
�
������	������

 ����!!"""#���������	$�
�����	������#��!����%#� �&������'��$(�������)*��"'�������)���+'��)��',��)���$��'��- �!�

./012�3456078/920:�;�</7=52=548>�?8=0=5242/@5A8451�./012:.=22=8�2@�<B45C/5=�45C�D@0/E4�./012�FG=92=EH=8�IJK�ILMMN O�PQRSTUVWRXTQO�YZRRZS�RT�[XZSSZ�\S]SU_̂̀ abcO�YZRRZS�RT�de]QUXQZ�]QUfTgXh]�̂_̀ iic�O�fTQRXQj�̂akbcO�fTQRXQj�̂iklcO�mSZ�gTQZRRX�UX�[ZRS]SW]_̂̀ lbcO�nTQZRRT�boO�nTQZRRT�_apO�qUXRTSX]e�r�sZtZSZQWZg���uvwxy�z{| ��uvwxy�}{~ ��uvwxy��{����uvwxy��{�� ��uvwx��� ��uvwxy�|�{||�����x��v���v�����v�y�v���������x��������yM���3@84B/2>�H=�/50�42��@E=���m�Z�gXRV]RXTQ�UXU�QTR�SZ]ggVSZ�YXg�R��TS�̂��]R��]g��ST�]�e �UZWXgX¡Zc�[SXQWZgg�f]STe QZj�¢QZ�t]WRTS�h] ��]¡Z��ZZQ�R�Z]U¡]QWZU�]£Z�]QU��TTS��Z]eR��Tt�¤hZ�[]RZSgX¥�]QTR�ZS�R�Z�VQUXhXQXg�ZU�¦Z]eTVg �]QU�gVg�XWXTQ�RT�]SU�¤]SXZ�U§̈£TVeRj�m�ZWTV�eZ�XQ�©ZXh]S�RTTª�]�US]gRXW�]QU��ZS�eZ«XQ£�]WRXTQjPQ�¬Ve �_̀ ii�­p®̄�YXg�R�XQ¡XRZU��Xg�W�XeUSZQ�RT�gR] ��XR���Xh�XQ�R�Z�̈eRZQ�VS£j�°Z�t]XeZU�RT�XQtTSh�R�Zh�Tt�]�UZWXgXTQ�R�]R�]U�]eSZ]U ��ZZQ�h]UZ±�R�Z ��TVeU�QTR�SZRVSQ�RT�[]SXg¥�XQgRZ]U�R�Z ��TVeU��Z��T]SUXQ£�XQ�dZSeXQ��XR��]�d]STQZgg�²S]Q�Xgª]¡TQ�d³eT���hTR�ZS�Tt�YXg�R§g��V�Xe�°]Qg�¡TQ�d³eT�j�n�Z�gZZhg�RT��]¡Z��ZZQ�]�SX£XU��UThXQ]RXQ£�]QU�XQgZQgXRX¡Z��ZSgTQjm�ZgZ�́V]eXRXZg�h] ��]¡Z�SZWThhZQUZU��ZS�RT�[SXQWZgg�f]STe QZ����T��ZSgTQ]ee �gZWVSZU��ZS�WTT�ZS]RXTQ¥�]QU�XR��]g�²S]V¡TQ�d³eT����T�gZR�TVR�RT�[]SXg�RT�tZRW��R�Z�£XSegj�©�XeZ�R�ZgZ��ZSZ�TQ�R�ZXS��] �tSTh�[]SXg�RT�©ZXh]S��R�Z��SXQWZggZg��ZQRXQ�R�Z�TR�ZS�UXSZWRXTQ�RT�gZZ��ZS�]XeXQ£�£T¡ZSQZggj�f]STe QZ�]egT�g]��£S]QUhTR�ZS�̈QQ]�YXg�R����T��]g�]��]eeZU�� �R�Z��e]Q]QU�gRSTQ£e ��STRZgRZU�RT��ZS�gTQj�°ZS�eZRRZS�h]ªZg�WeZ]S��T��hVW��R�Z���TeZ�]tt]XS��]g�]�tX£�R�Tt�TQZ�hXgRSZgg�]£]XQgR�R�ZTR�ZS±
µ�v�y¶��u����µ�v�y¶��u�����·���v�y�v����µ�v�y¶��u������̧v��x��¹ºw����¹y��x��x�»��
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Liszt Manuscripts: A Bicentenary Presentation
Franz Liszt:

Sonetto 47 di Petrarca, Benedetto sia ‘l giorno
▪ Introduction
▪ Letter to Pierre Érard

(1824)
▪ Letter to Blandine and

Cosima (1855)
▪ Contin. (2-4)
▪ Contin. (5-6)

▪ Tre sonetti di Petrarca
(1864)
▪ Sonetto 47
▪ Sonetto 123

▪ Editorial & References

pag. 1 pag. 2

pag. 3 pag. 4

Commentary: Lodewijk Muns

The text of this sonnet consists of a series of blessings: of the moment and the place at which the poet was captivated by
his beloved, and of his own longing thoughts and the poems he has dedicated to her.

While there are four versions of the Tre sonetti as a set, Liszt has attempted no less than nine versions of this sonnet, over
a period of some fifty years.[1]

The manuscript shown here was probably written about the same time as its companion in the NMI collection, Sonnet 123,
which is dated June 1864. It has served as a source for the edition in Musikalische Werke (MW), beside the 1883 Schott
edition.[2]

For a detailed comparison of the various versions this web presentation is not the appropriate medium. What follows are a
few non-exhaustive remarks on aspects of notation, as this reflects the process of rethinking, and on some differences with
the edition in MW. Performers would do well to consult the manuscript as a supplement to the printed edition.

Where MW specifies the voice type as ‘Bariton oder Mezzosopran’, the manuscript merely gives ‘Canto Barytono’. However,
like Sonnet 123 (where no voice is specified), and unlike Sonnet 104 in MW, the vocal part is written in the G clef; if one
considers the relation of voice and accompaniment, performance at the written pitch is certainly justified.

In comparison with the first version, the vocal line is strongly reduced in ambitus, while generally following the same
contour. Typical of the extraverted character of the first version is a change Liszt made in the text, inserting the name of
Petrarca’s beloved:

Benedette le voci tante ch’io
chiamando il nome di Laura ò sparte.

These lines were set with many word repeats. In the revision, the original line is restored:

Benedette le voci tante, ch’io
chiamando il nome di mia Donna ò sparte.

“Blessed be all those many voices
in which I have called out my lady’s name.”

In Sonnet 104 too Liszt inserted the name Laura.

The manuscript as a whole shows rather clean continuous writing, apart from the bars on the third page that are pasted
over. Changes were made afterwards in cruder pen strokes. On the first page, Liszt had originally left the top staves empty,
as on the other pages. Without an actual introduction, he had started with simple accompaniment chords, a light ‘floating’
pattern which leaves the first beat unarticulated; this is no doubt an improvement over the hurdy-gurdy accompaniment of
the first version, though maybe somewhat frugal compared to the flowing accompaniment of the second piano version.
These three initial bars modulate rather bluntly into the key of D-flat Major.  Since the third bar connects logically to the
fifth, with its D-flat tonic, the original contents of the thickly reddened fourth bar poses something of a riddle. The visible
notes were entered later, than amplified into the two bars at the bottom of the page, before being elaborated into the 7½
bars on the top staves (for which Liszt had to erase the original title). Possibly this introduction was written at the same
stage as the similar connective bars between pages 2 and 3.

The two bars which are crossed out on the bottom staves, with the mark a, have no alternative in the manuscript. Evidently
the printed version (in which these two bars are broadened into four, with a written out rallentando) is based on a lost
separate leaf; it is likely that not this sketchy manuscript, but a clean copy has served as engraver’s copy.

The transition from page 2 to page 3 shows that the two bar unaccompanied phrase in the piano was originally just one bar
(erased). The following sentence (e benedette sian tutte le carte ov’io fama le acquistò) is one of the instances where
Liszt’s sense of prosody has failed; a misplacement of the word acquisto in the printed edition (MW) makes this even
worse.[4]

On page 3, the most notable discrepancy between this manuscript and MW is the high point (whole note) on lei: the
manuscript has no fifth (E) in the piano, and the voice hs two syllables placed on different pitches (le-i, e#-e; with a
crossed out ossia e-c#). Here the printed version seems less successful.

Liszt in Rome, 1862,
photographer unknown

(Coll. Gemeentemuseum,
The Hague)
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